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^ I AppliCiiltl(o) 

DISCENZO, FREDERICK M. 



Examiner 
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^mU NG DATE of this communication appears on t he^eT^twith the correspondence aaoress 



Period for Repiy 

ot ATi irnov PFRinn FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

AonurMLMLwuini w.w... . — - — 

. IfNOperiodforrepiyisspecifiedabo^^^^ 

- Failure lo reply wnmn ine sei u, B „ c ,,u^ p= -r;, - . _ ^ mmmunication. even if timely Hied, may reauce any 

- Any reply received by the Office later man inree mourns «.«■ "■<= ».« a 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) B Responsive to communication® filed on ?8 September 1999 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecutor , as to the ments ,s 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.G.2U. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) P20 is/are pending in the application. 

. , rtth- -h 'ai«vo ic/arp withdrawn from consideration. 

43J Of the aDuve uaim^by .a. a. - ** 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) L20 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ^ 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)U objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application ino. 



3 D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
H,D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received^ 
1 5 )D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 

.... i i ~« „ n rini-mlo r>f liaht mnriniation a 

the claimed invention: A vibration sensing system uawu uu a F ..uv. F .v ». .. B ~ ■ 

vibration sensing system based on a principle of evanescently coupling light, and a vibration 
sensing system base on a principle of interferometry. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, none are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
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finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 u.S.C. 103(a) < 



r\ f~\ 1 /"A _ \ _ C „ A 4-t*,n» < <A i r^nf 1 An 

I Ul UIG invwiiuvii. 



. . i i n ^t.uimonc, Aminnn Anrii / 2002 to reauest an oral election 

2. A leiepIlUIlC LiUi waa mauv iu liimuxiLjv* . * — r ? 

to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1 143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew H. Lee whose telephone number is 703-305-0538. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 703-308-4881. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to TC 2800 via the PTO Fax Center located in 
CP4-4C23. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official 
Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The CP4 Fax Center number is (703)308-7722 or 
308-7724. 

If the Applicant wishes to send a Fax dealing with either a Proposed Amendment or for 
discussion for a phone interview then the fax should: 
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a) Contain either the statement "DRAFT" or "PROPOSED AMbMUMbNT" on the Fax 
Cover Sheet; and 

b) Should be unsigned by the attorney or agent. 

inis win ensure uiai il wiii nui uc cmcicu nnu tajt u±iu wm iui yylh«~~ w v.*~ — — 

quickly as possible. 
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